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The purpose of this Impact Report is to re-introduce the Oregon Organic

Coalition (OOC) to our members, partners, and allies in conjunction with the

rollout of our updated website and new social media channels. We’ll be

highlighting metrics, accomplishments and important news from the organic

community in this report and via our initial social media “origin story”

content to give readers a taste of who we are, what matters to us, the

impact we’ve made, and what we’re working on next. 

The Oregon Organic Coalition (OOC) works to advance the
development and growth of the organic industry, practices,
and community in Oregon. 

Resilient regional food systems rooted in organic
practices. 

Introduction

Mission

Vision
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The Oregon Organic Coalition (OOC) was founded by organic leaders over 15 years ago to build unified support for
organic advocacy in Oregon. Over the years, the OOC has brought together representatives of the organic trade, as well
as other stakeholders active in the organic community, to provide direction, advocacy, and support for activities that
promote and grow the organic trade, as well as practices, across the state.

I was fortunate to become acquainted with the OOC in 2017 at the Organic Grows a Better Oregon event in Salem and
was instantly welcomed into the fold. Three years later, in September 2021, I became the Board Chair and am grateful to
be surrounded by a supportive community who shares a vision for shifting the paradigm around our food system. 

My predecessor, the indefatigable Stacy Kraker, charted the path for serious legislative advocacy, which is especially
commendable as the work of the OOC Board has largely been done on a volunteer basis with a shoestring budget and
lots of sweat equity.*

I’m happy to report that based on another generous donation from Organically Grown Company, the OOC was recently
able to bring on a paid part-time Communications Intern, Carol Tessitore, and a for-school credit Policy Intern (who is
also receiving a stipend), Oskar Kohlbrenner. 

The hard work and talents of Carol and Oskar, aided by feedback from the Communications Team at Oregon Tilth, are
responsible for bringing this report to life, alongside the launch of new OOC social media channels, and a refreshed
website by Paul Adkins. We look forward to re-introducing our coalition’s work through these mediums, and expanding
our reach and impact. 

We invite you to join us–follow along, share, and stay in touch! 

Onwards,

Amy Wong
Amy Wong
Board Chair

*One exception is our lobbyist, Jonathan Manton, whose services are funded through grassroots donations and matches
from supporters like Organically Grown Company, Mt. Rose Herbs, and Organic Valley. 

Letter from our Board Chair
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Should you wish to support the OOC by contributing financially, you can follow this link to make a donation:

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=6YVJKF335TKAE
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3New Board Members

OOC has 3 new board members!

Ben Bowell - Oregon Tilth 
Mike Dill - Organically Grown Company 

Alice Morrison - Friends of Family Farmers 

And thank you to our other Board Members: David Lively, Stacy
Kraker, Susan Schechter, Brian Baker, Chris Jagger, and Jonathan
Manton. Big gratitude to Annie Hoy, who served on the OOC board
for over a decade and stepped down in 2022!
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3Big Wins

 Our big legislative win in 2022 was having organic declared an “emerging
sector” and securing an appropriation for an economic assessment of

Oregon’s organic industry through HB 5202.

 Despite not crossing the finish line, SB 1532, which sought to add five
Agricultural Specialists focused on organic practices to help all farmers at

OSU’s Center for Small Farms and Community Food Systems, did generate bi-

partisan support on the record. OSU’s new Dean of Extension, Dr. Ivory Lyles

also testified in support of the bill. 

 We also received services and grant funds with a combined value of $75K to

ensure Willamette Valley specialty seed growers are protected from potential

increased canola production when the current 500 acre canola cultivation cap

sunsets in June 2023. ($25K for an Economic Assessment of Willamette

Valley brassica seed growers; $25K of in-kind communications services, and

$25K to build grassroots coalition capacity to work on this issue.) 

1.

2.

3.
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4Legislative Hearings

 Nov 15 2021 - Senate Interim Committee on Natural Resources

& Wildfire Recovery - Organic Food Production 

 Jan 11 2021 - House Interim Committee on Economic Recovery

and Prosperity Committee (now Economic Development and Small

Business) - Organic Economic Assessment 

 Feb 7 2022 - House Committee on Economic Recovery and

Prosperity - Hearing for Emerging Sectors Bill HB4048

 Feb 8 2022 - Senate Committee on Natural Resources and

Wildfire Recovery SB1532 - Hearing for 5 Extension Positions

1.

2.

3.

4.
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Pieces of Testimony Submitted in
Support of OOC Legislation
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26
Short legislative sessions move fast and the OOC was

fortunate to have the organic community and allies support

our work through submitted testimony in 2022. 

And the OOC was able to organize 10 people to testify in

support of the bills we put forth, including several farmers. The

OOC's Board Chair testified on a panel with former House

Speaker Kotek.



10 Community Engagements

Giving the closing keynote at the Washington Organic Seed
Summit.
Speaking on an advocacy panel with CORA, the Coalition for
Organic and Regenerative Agriculture, at the Tilth Alliance
Conference.
Organizing and speaking on the “Seed Policy Roadmap for the
Pacific Northwest” Panel at the Organic Seed Growers
Conference.

The OOC presented or moderated panels at 10 conferences or
agriculture-related events in the last 12 months. Some highlights
include:

1.

2.

3.
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3 Days of Training with a DEI Mindset

As we begin to grow our bandwidth, the OOC is

committed to creating an intentional workplace culture

that questions outdated and burnout-inducing dominant

culture norms. To this end, we’ve already engaged in 3

days of management with an equity lens training and will

continue to seek out meaningful opportunities for the

growth of the organization. 
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9 Farm & Facility Tours

Gathering Together Farm with retiring Rep. De Fazio staffers and OTA
(Philomath)
Oshala Farm with Rep. Helm (Applegate Valley)
Feral Farm with Rep Helm (Applegate Valley)
Double J Jerseys Farm with OSU and Speaker Rayfield and other organic
farmers (Pedee)
Oregon Organic Hazelnut Collective Field Day (Jefferson)
Siskiyou Seed's Seed Academy at Seven Seeds Farm (Williams)
Flora Farm (Williams) 
Toured Hummingbird Wholesale with owner & CEO Charlie Tilt (Eugene) 
Toured Organically Grown Company’s Headquarters and met their CEO
Brenna Davis. (Portland)

One of the best parts of organic advocacy includes visiting farms, especially
when we can bring policy makers with us.

1.

2.
3.
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4Pre-Session Filled Bills for 2023

 Protecting Willamette Valley specialty vegetable seed

growers from increased canola cultivation when the current

500 acre canola cap sunsets on June 30, 2023. 

 Adding 5 Agricultural Extension Agents focused on organic

practices to OSU’s Center for Small Farms and Community

Food Systems. 

 Adding an Organic Specialist at ODA. 

 A Farmer Support Bill that rewards and incentivizes farmers

employing on-farm resilience-building practices. For example,

adding a state match to accompany the federal organic cost

share reimbursement, which is distributed by ODA.

1.

2.

3.

4.
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What's Next
Upcoming tours, events, & advocacy work

 More OOC-hosted farm &
facility tours.
 TBD 2023 Advocacy Events.
 Highlighting the results of the
Organic Economic
Assessment in Spring 2023,
which, among other things, will
guide next steps for the
Oregon Organic Action Plan.
 Connecting with our
Members.
 Strategic Planning &
Fundraising.

1.

2.
3.

4.
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THANK YOU

Oregon Organic Coalition
22835 Jennie Road 
Lyons, OR 97358

Oregon Spelt Harvest
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to our members and generous donors:

Contact Us:
amy@oregonorganiccoalition.org

https://www.instagram.com/oregonorganiccoalition/
https://www.facebook.com/OregonOrganicCoalition/
https://seedalliance.org/
https://www.organicgrown.com/
https://tilth.org/
https://mountainroseherbs.com/
https://hummingbirdwholesale.com/
https://www.oregonorganiccoalition.org/
https://www.oregonorganiccoalition.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=6YVJKF335TKAE
https://www.linkedin.com/company/oregon-organic-coalition/
mailto:any@oregonorganiccoalition.org?subject=From%20OOC%20Website
mailto:info@oregonorganiccoalition.org

